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upsets the hermeneutics of sacramentality, asking whether this requires us to renounce the search for a
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argues that metaphysics has a properly sacramental basis, and that it is only through this reality that the
dialectic of presence and absence can be transcended. The case is made for the full but restless signification of
the mother s smile as the paradigm for genuine sacramental presence. Conor Sweeney s is a welcome new
voice in the burgeoning choir of theologians returning to metaphysics. Carefully critiquing postmodern
Heideggerian approaches to sacramental presence, he invites us to recognize the sacraments transcendent
love in the mother s smile. With this evocative use of Hans Urs von Balthasar, Sweeney sets us on the right path:
an approach to sacramentality that moves beyond the flat horizons of language and time. --Hans Boersma, J.
. Packer Professor of Theology, Regent College, Vancouver,...
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