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ARISTARCHUS OF SAMOS THE ANCIENT COPERNICUS: A HISTORY OF
GREEK ASTRONOMY TO ARISTARCHUS TOGETHER WITH
ARISTARCHUS S TREATISE ON THE SIZES AND DISTANCES OF THE
SUN AND MOON (PAPERBACK)

Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. ARISTARCHUS, who flourished in the first half of the third century B.C., is
chiefly known as the only philosopher or astronomer of antiquity who taught that the earth moves round the
sun. This doctrine is, however, not mentioned in the only writing of his which has been preserved, and the little
we know about it is derived from allusions to it made by subsequent writers. All the same, his little book, On the
Sizes and Distances of the Sun and Moon, is of great importance, and Sir Thomas Heath s new and critical
edition, accompanied by a translation, commentary, and notes, is therefore a most welcome addition to the
literature of astronomical history. Considering that the idea of the earth being in the centre of the universe
reigned undisturbed until less than four hundred years ago, it is one of the most surprising facts in the history
of astronomy that its motion round the sun should have been proposed more than 1700 years before the time
of Copernicus, and that it should only have been accepted by one single philosopher, Seleukus, as to whom it is
not even certain that he went the whole way and did not merely accept the daily rotation of the earth. The
editor of this new edition of Aristarchus, therefore, thought it desirable to prepare a lengthy introduction to the
work, giving an account of the progress of astronomy in Greece from the time of Thales to and including that
of Aristarchus. Though this is not the first time that an English writer has dealt with this subject, Sir Thomas
Heath has done good work by preparing this introductory memoir, which fills more than three hundred...
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