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Createspace. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 78 pages.
Dimensions: 11.0in. x 8.5in. x 0.2in.Historically, many forested ecosystems in the United States burned frequently,
both from lightning ignited fires and from Native American burning. Frequent fire maintained low fuel loadings
and shaped forests composed of tree species adapted to survive low-intensity frequent fire. In the early 1900s,
the United States government initiated a program to suppress all fires, both natural and anthropogenic. Many
unintended consequences have resulted from over a century of fire suppression, such as increased tree
densities and fuel, increased stress on older trees from competition, and greater risk of bark beetle attacks.
These consequences are especially apparent in forests that historically burned frequently and have thus missed
many fire cycles. Maintaining old trees and perpetuating large-diameter trees is an increasing concern. Stands
of old trees that were historically common across vast landscapes in the United States are now relatively rare
on the landscape because of harvesting (Noss and others 1995). Though logging is no longer the principal
threat to most old-growth forests, they now face other risks (Vosick and others 2007). Prescribed fire has
become a major tool for restoring fire-dependent ecosystem health and sustainability throughout the United
States and use will likely increase in the future. However, increased mortality of large-diameter and old trees
following fire has been reported in many areas around the country, and there is increased concern about
maintaining these on the landscape (Kolb and others 2007; Varner and others 2005). As early as 1960, Ferguson
and others (1960) reported high longleaf pine mortality after a low-intensity prescribed burn consumed the
majority of heavy duff accumulations around the base of the trees. Mortality of pre-settlement ponderosa pines
in prescribed burn areas in Grand Canyon National Park was higher...
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