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Which Are Not Metallic | was formerly a bookseller and binder, but am now turned philosopher which happened
thus: whilst an apprentice, | for amusement learned a little chemistry and other parts of philosophy, and felt an
earnest desire to proceed in that way further. After being a journeyman for six months under a disagreeable
master, | gave up my business, and through the interest of one Sir H. Davy filled the situation of chemical
assistant to the Royal Institution of Great Britain, in which office | now remain, and where | am constantly
employed in observing the works of Nature, and tracing the manner in which she directs the order and
arrangement of the world. On the 18th March, 1813, it was resolved That Michael Faraday be engaged to fill the
situation lately occupied by Mr. Payne, on the same terms. Faraday accompanied Sir H. Davy to Rome, and was
re-engaged by the Royal Institution managers on the 15th May, 1815; and as his first private and original
sacrifices of time, energy, and talent were made to Chemistry, his portrait is placed at the head of this section.
What income Faraday derived from the Royal Institution is not exactly known. The writer has heard the late Mr.
Robert Murray say that he had only 200 per annum, and apartments, for a very long period; until somebody
suggested that he was no longer an assistant, but a master, and ought to be paid as a philosopher. Much or
little, it affected not Faraday: his private charities and good deeds are known only to the Great Giver of all
things....
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