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Clearfield, United States, 2012. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****, In 2005 Clearfield Company launched a new series of books by David Dobson designed to identify
the origins of Scottish Highlanders who traveled to America prior to the Great Highland Migration that began in
the 1730s and intensified thereafter. Much of the Highland emigration was directly related to a breakdown in
social and economic institutions. Under the pressures of the commercial and industrial revolutions of the 17th
and 18th centuries, Highland chieftains abandoned their patriarchal role in favor of becoming capitalist
landlords. By raising farm rents to the breaking point, the chiefs left the social fabric of the Scottish Highlands
in tatters. Accordingly, voluntary emigration by Gaelic-speaking Highlanders began in the 1730s. The social
breakdown was intensified by the failure of the Jacobite cause in 1745, followed by the British military
occupation and repression in the Highlands in the aftermath of the Battle of Culloden. In 1746, the British
government dispatched about 1,000 Highland Jacobite prisoners of war to the colonies as indentured servants.
Later, during the Seven Years War of 1756-63, Highland regiments recruited in the service of the British crown
chose to settle in Canada and America rather than return to Scotland.Once in North America, the Highlanders
tended to be clannish and moved in extended family groups, unlike immigrants from the Lowlands who moved
as individuals or in groups of a few families. The Gaelic-speaking Highlanders tended to settle on the North
American frontier, whereas the Lowlanders merged with the English on the coast. Highlanders seem to have
established beachheads, and their kin subsequently followed. The best example of this pattern is in North
Carolina, where they first arrived in 1739 and moved to the Piedmont, to be followed by...
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