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*Includes footnotes, online resources and a bibliography for further reading I have no trouble with my enemies.
I can take care of my enemies in a fight. But my friends, my goddamned friends, they re the ones who keep me
walking the floor at nights! - President Warren Harding Americans in the 21st century cite the relatively recent
Watergate Scandal, and to a lesser degree the Enron Oil Scandal, as prime examples of modern governmental
corruption. It is a widely held perception that these incidents, particularly the one bringing about the first
resignation of an American president, caused the public to lose trust in federal institutions and political figures.
However, the prototype for the breakdown of governmental fidelity lies in the early 20th century, a time in
which the recent territories of the United States struggled to evolve from a lawless, Wild West culture. The
federal government viewed its western resources as both unlimited and outside the grasp of the government.
The leading oil barons, born and raised in the 19th century, were accustomed to federally-blessed land-grabs
and easily obtained mining and lumber interests, oKen doled out to the social and financial elite under the
guise of exploration. Federal interference was minimal in contrast to later decades, and the government itself
was eager to conquer the West through large-tract farming, river management, mineral and timber
development, not to mention the procurement of oil for a growing society as coal gave way to new types of
fuel. The early 20th century was a time of sudden growth for the young American automobile industry, and of a
military beginning to extend its reach around the...
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