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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from New York Teachers Monographs, Vol. 14 All poems
that refer to simple facts of Nature ought to be presented at the times when Nature lends her assistance most
readily. For this poem, such a time will be more likely to come in the Autumn than in the Winter term. If it is at
all possible for the children to observe the real grass on a bright day, with natural dewdrops on it, they should
do so. If not, the wise teacher can prepare an excellent imitation by the judicious use of a sprinkling apparatus.
The point is that the thinking - process of the child should start - must start, if he thinks at all - from some point
within his own experience. He must build his images from observations of realities. This is the first step in the
application of Repetition Principle Il above. As the next step in developing Thought - Relations: Hold a diamond
real if possible - beside a dewdrop. This should be done silently. Let the child do his own looking and comparing.
A question will bring out the likeness of the dewdrop to the diamond. [do not try to have it called a gem, as yet.]
Then, in contrast to the brightness of day, the idea of night must be suggested to the children. When you look
up into the sky at night what do you see that looks like this (the diamond) and like this (the dewdrop)? Some
child will mention a star, if time is given to think. [most teachers talk too much. Some fairly overwhelm the child
with words, trying to talk something into him. Remember...
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